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HIS little book was begun last summer in the
mountains, where 1 had the encouragement
and daily companionship of the best neighbor I
have ever known. But before two chapters had
been written, God called her, up there among the
hills. The whole is now dedicated, most lovingly,
to her memory.

PHILADELPHIA, November 1, 1907.
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AND behold, a certarn larwyer stood up and templed
kim, saying, Master, what shall I do to inkerit etermal

life? And he said unto him, What s written in the law?
how readest thou? And ke answering said, Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy keart, and wnth all thy sosul,
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
nerghbor as thyself. And ke said unto him, Thou hast an-
swered right: this do, and thou shalt lrve. But he, desiring
Lo justify himself, said unto [Jesus, And who is my neighbor ?
Jesus made answer and said :

A certain man was going dowm from [Jerusalem Yo
Jericho,; and ke fell among robbers, whick both stripped him

and beal him, and departed, leaving him Ralf dead. And
by chance a certain priest was going down that way.:. and

when ke saw kim he passed by on the other side. And in lLike
manner a Levile also, when he came to the place, and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a certain Samarilan,

as ke journeyed, came where he was.: and when ke saw him,
he was moved with compassion, and came to him, and bound

up his wounds, pouring on them otl and wine; and ke set
kim on kis own beast, and brought him to an inn, and ook
care of him. And on the morrow he took out two pence, and
gave them to the host, and said, Take care of him,; and
whatsoever thou spendest more, I, when I come back again,
will repay thee. Whick of these three, thinkest thou, proved
neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers? And he
satd, He that shewed mercy on him. And [Jesus sard sunto
him, Go, and do thou Likew:se.
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The Good Ncighbor
in the Modern City

I
INTRODUCTION.

CLERGYMAN who was on his way to

address the annual meeting of a large
modern chanty was warned by one of his
panishioners that he had better not mention
there the parable of the Good Samantan.
He retorted pertinently that we were now
living 1n an age when there were wounded trav-

ellers at every turning of the way, and stll
others hidden from our sight so sorely stricken
that we should orgamize search parties to seek
them out. The situation was further complicated
by the fact that there were also prominently in
view, to excite our pity, those who only pre-

tended to be wounded and whose needs were
13
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14 THE Goobp NEIGHBOR

not o1l and wine, transportatidn: and shelter, but

a renewed zest for work and for self-help. Under
these changed conditions we must still follow the
spirit of the Samaritan’s ministry, he main-
tained, if we would achieve the same neighborly
result; but we must have more innkeepers,
each one doing his special work, if all the real

wounds were to be adequately cared for.
The chantable society whose activities were

thus defended fell far short of the standard
of conduct given us for all time in the parable,
but still it had striven honestly to find the wounds
of modern society and to heal them. It was
then trying to secure a compulsory education
law in a State that had none; i1t was instru-
mental later in getting little children out of the
canneries and the textile mills and making

their premature employment illegal; it i1s now
trying to make its own bit of road safer for

future travellers by bringing to hght city hous-
ing conditions that maim the poorer class of

tenants. Hundreds of men and women with an
impulse to be neighborly had learned, on its dis-
trict committees, to become friendly wisitors to
families in distress, to master the more complex
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INTRODUCTION 1§

system of inns and innkeepers made necessary

by our more complex life, to know the modern
equivalents for o1l and wine, and they had car-

ried this knowledge, this daily habit of service,

back into their church work and their homes.
But the parishioner was a literally-minded

man. He was unable te grasp the relation
between a legislative committee and the older,

simpler expression of neighborliness; he was
shocked, moreover, by the society’s known
objection to the giving of small change to beg-
gars on the street. The clergyman, on the
other hand, used the society as the Samantan
used the innkeeper. He recognized that 1t
was able to do certain things that his own
duties would not permit him to do continu-

ously, and yet he never made the mistake of
throwing the whole task on an organization,
believing as he did with all his heart that the
ministry of life was a part of the ministry of
religion. What he could do well himself he

did with that humane touch which is the high-
est instrument of healing and then, turning to

his organized ally, “ Whatsoever thou spendest
more, I, when I come back again, will repay

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia:
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16 THE Goop NEIGHBOR

b 3

thee.” The society was only a modern con-

venience; it was dependent upon the spint
of service that he and such as he poured into it.

Stung, perhaps, by such unjust criticism as
that of the parishioner, our modern innkeepers
are too apt to undervalue personal and un-
orgamzed service. They are too likely to make
such statements as the following from Pro-

fessor Patten’s very suggestive and interesting
book on “The New Basis of Ciwvilization.”

Speaking of what he calls service-altruism, the
chanty of personal contact, and of income-

altruism, the charity which makes gifts of money
““for public and far-reaching ends,” he says,

The difference is that which separates the old
from the new charity. The one crossed the road
to help the Samaritan (sic) after he had suffered
under bad conditions of highway management ;
the other patrols the road and arrests the wayside
thieves before the traveller falls among them.
Service-altruism binds the wounds, breathes for-
giveness, and solaces the victims of recurring
disasters without attacking their causes. Income-
altruism hews to their base, for it has the money
power to police and to light the road to Jericho.

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city.
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INTRODUCTION 17

Money power 1s here given as the distin-
guishing charactenistic of effective chanty.
Income-altruism 1s indeed needed, but without

a strong infusion of the service-altruism of

which Professor Patten speaks shghtingly, 1t

never kept anything policed and lighted, never
“hewed to the base™ since the world began,

and never will. Policing happens to be a par-

ticularly unfortunate illustration of income-altru-
ism’s power, for combinations between police
and robbers are not unknown. Money 1s a bad
master but a good servant; it supplemented

the neighborly service of the Samantan in the
parable, but was no substitute for it. And lack-
ing his spint to-day, we may spend money like
water 1n our campaigns of prevention, and still

make little headway.

Another common mistake made by those who
write upon social questions in these days is to

4

assume that “cure” and “prevention” are
opposed to one another, and that prevention
cannot get 1ts just due until we spend less time
in curing the ills of individuals. Never was

there a more mischievous social fallacy! Pre-

vention and cure must go hand in hand In

>
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18 THE Goop NEIGHBOR

Winning for the present generation of con-

sumptives, for instance, the kindest and most

adequate care, we are cutting out many centers

of contagion and at the same time educating
the public as to the true means of prevention.
This has been the method of modern medicine

and 1t may well be, in future, the method of

modern chanty. In the office of the country

practitioner, 1n the crowded wards of city hos-
pitals, and on the field of battle, medicine has

sought and found, while pushing hard toward

cure, the blessed means of prevention.
The means of cure and prevention are not
far from each one of us, nor does their use

demand a great expenditure of time and effort.
Each one, by taking a httle thought, can do

more than might at first appear without becom-
ing either a trained expert or an income-altru-

ist, and his service will weigh double when it

1s done, not in the patronizing spint of the
benefactor, but in the democratic spinit of
the good neighbor. But the parishioner quoted
as objecting to our new-fangled methods is
not the only one who is confused by modern
substitutions; he 1s not alone in failing to real-

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia: J.B.
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INTRODUCTION 1Q

1ze that, when circumstances change, methods
must be modified, or else the result will be

different and not so good.

Believing, as I do, that a wider recogmtion
among chantable people of this need for modi-
fied methods 1n our dealing with poverty and

its causes must precede any great social ad-

vance, I have set myself the task in this little
book of trying to descnibe in a simple, straight-
forward way and, if possible, without techni-
calities, the vanous ways in which modern

Samaritans may use the inns and innkeepers

of today 1n assisting those who have fallen

among thieves. There are many things that
the good neighbor cannot safely leave to any

agency, and this conviction, which I hold very
firmly, would seem to be my chief qualification
for the present undertaking.

But one who attempted the larger task of
interpreting neighborliness 1n all its aspects as

affected by modern city conditions and not
merely 1n 1ts relation to poverty would encounter
many difficulties that 1 escape. The relations
of employer and employee, of the prosperous
to the somewhat less prosperous who are their

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia:
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20 THE Goop NEIGHBOR

social competitors, the antagonisms of blood
relationship, of creed, of race prejudice—these
and other aspects of neighborliness 1 deliber-
ately turn my back upon. And still the task

remaining 1s more than formidable, for the
poor are not a class apart with different char-
acteristics, and any brief discussion of poverty

and its treatment must seem to set them apart,

must seem to emphasize unduly a bad modern
tendency.

As I go 1n and out of the homes of those of

my friends who are not necessarily well-to-do

but who are at least in no danger of want, I
cannot avoid noticing how cut off they seem

from association with any but their own sort of

people. Their fathers and mothers came 1n

daily contact as a matter of course with many
kinds of people. Unconsciously but very rap-

1dly the children have been shpping away from
this varied social experience, in which rich and

poor, landlord and tenant, employer and work-

man, purchaser and tradesman, dwelt together
“in wisible relationship;™

they now live in a
stratiied world, where their social relations

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia: J.B.
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INTRODUCTION 21

are sadly impoverished. The trolley-car, the
suburban train, the telephone, and the reorgani-
zation of our methods of production and dis-
tribution, have changed the habits of human
intercourse, and what Mr. Wells says of London
1s equally true in this country: “Our people
have overflowed their containing locality; they
live in one area, they work in another, and they

go to shop in a third. And the only way 1n

which you can localize them again 1s to expand
” This was writ-

your areas to their new scale.
ten of the areas of municipal administration,
but 1t applies quite as well to a larger neighbor-

liness. Those who ride live in a larger neigh-
borhood than those who travel afoot, and those

who nide by rail or by electricity can have
larger community interests than those who

ride behind horses, but this 1s such a recent
expansion of opportunity that hfe has been,

for the moment, narrowed thereby.
Things—intervening and ever-multiplying
things—are keeping us monstrously busy with
the surface. We do not read or crave so much
poetry; material comforis are choking within

us the very springs of sympathy and compas-
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22 TaE Goop NEIGHBOR

sion. The trelley and the train carry us away

from the sights and sounds associated with
_ distress, and we have not discovered that the
. lines travel both ways, that it 1s easier than ever

to seek out the distressed and to succor them.

Civilization drops every now and then some
necessary part of its luggage in this way and

has to travel back to pick 1t up—an awkward
process, or one that always seems so to the on-

looker. We have had so many houses that we

have been forced to rediscover fresh air, and so

many cooked dishes that we have been forced
to rediscover milk and eggs. How clumsily we

have been doing this anyone who knows the
details of the crusade against tuberculosis can
testify. And now social contact with all sorts
and conditions of men—a thing so necessary
to our social health and samity—this lost pack-

age also we are recovering, but very clumsily.

The most obvious remedy for this predica-
ment 1s to seek opportunities for better ac-
quaintance and greater helpfulness in our
natural relations with the poor, but the difh-
culty 1s that too often no such relations exist.
Let anyone think over the list of his acquaint-
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INTRODUCTION 23

ances, the young couples, professional people,
who live in the suburbs; the solid middle-aged

people who have a town house and a country
house; their son back from the technical school
who has views about civics and about sports;

their daughter who has left college and 1s

beginning to find society a bore, or else who

never went to college but came out early and so
1s growing restless and dissatisfied. They have

their chanties and their clubs and their “in-

terests,” but are they not for the most part
hopelessly cut off from real contact with their
fellows and with the main stream of our na-
tional hife? The only poor that they know at
all are the parasites who seek them out, and
the odd-jobs people who are still in some
instances employed by them directly and not
through a mddleman.

In the second place and side by side with

this development of suburban lfe and of
stratification according to income, we have

the crowding of the poorer people in greater and
greater density 1nto our city streets and alleys.

The poor cling tenaciously to neighborly tra-
ditions, but when the degree of overcrowding

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia: J.B.
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in a city block passes a certain point the same
indifference to neighborly contacts of which I
have been complaining develops, though pro-

duced now by directly opposite conditions.*
And still a third condition of city life makes

against “ that sympathetic understanding which
alone knits men together.” One who has run

counter to the standard of a small community—
it may be 1in some rather absurd social conven-

tion—will not soon forget the crushing weight
of its moral condemnation. Wherever it is a

clearly defined umt, the community standard

1s legislature, judge, jury and penitentiary all in
. one; the ordinary processes of legal enact-
ment and enforcement seem clumsy by compari-
son. But in the large city we have not one com-

munity standard, we have twenty, each com-
peting for recognition with all the others. The
least successful native stock and foreign stocks
have flocked in, bringing their own standards of
~ hving with them. In every matter which

% See for the development of this idea ¢‘ The Practice of
Charnty,’’ by Edward T. Devine, p. 21, sq., where a tenement

dweller tells the story of her husband’s refvsal to warn the sleeping

inmates of a burning house across the way.
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vitally concerns them and should concern us as
their neighbors, in the education and employ-
ment of children, the sanitation of streets and
houses, the making, buying and selling of
goods, we have this clash of standards. Hence
our more frequent appeal to legislatures, and
our laborious efforts to seture the enforce-

ment of beneficent laws that are imperfectly
understood.

But to face these difficulties honestly is not to
despair. “The twenty-five years just past,”
said President Eliot at the beginning of the new

century, ‘‘are the most extraordinary twenty-

five years 1n the whole history of our race.
Nothing 1s done as it was done twenty-five

years ago.” OSet over against this statement

the contrasting fact that the road from Jerusa-
lem to Jencho 1s still unsafe, that robberes
have occurred there within the memory of men
sull hiving, and we get some conception of the
difference between a static and a dynamic

civilization. Into our dealings with the ewils of

a dynamic civilization bring once more the rem-
edy of Chnist, the remedy of a larger neighbor-

liness, and the next twenty-five years would be
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20 THE Goop NEIGHBOR

as wonderful spiritually as the last twenty-hve
have been matenally. To quote Professor

Shaler,

It is evident that while Christ set his face
against all the sins of the flesh, He above all op-
posed the motive of tribal pride and hatred. . . .
He saw straight to the center of the ills that
beset mankind ; saw that they lay in the lack of
friendliness for the neighbor of every estate. He

sought the cure where we have to seek it, in the
conviction that whatever be the differences be-

tween men, they are trifling compared with the

identities which should unite them in universal
brotherhood.

Turning to the details of our subject, we have

now to consider the bad conditions and reme-
dial agencies that surround some of our poorer
neighbors, including the city children at play,
at school, at work, at home and in the aty
streets; men and women who make the goods
we buy; tenants who live 1n the houses we

build and rent; men without homes who stop
us on the street; families that have been wors-

ted 1n life’s struggle by accident or death; and
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the sick who should have been strong and well.
Last of all, the good neighbor himself will con-

cern us, first as a contnbutor to diverse good
causes, then as a member of some church
pledged to hasten the coming of Christ’s King-

dom upon earth. What untoward conditions

that surround the lives of these city dwellers 1s
he 1In a position to remove? What agencies
exist to help him, and how can he most con-
veniently and effectively use them?

As a practical help, a number of blank pages
have been provided at the end of this book for
the addresses, telephone numbers and office
hours of those specific local agencies which
correspond most closely to the chanties re-
ferred to in general terms in its pages. The
local chanity organization society or associated
chanties will always take pleasure in providing
these addresses upon application.

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Richmond, Mary Ellen. The good neighbor in the modern city. Philadelphia:
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Tue Cunop 1N T CITY.

RECENT writer estimates that seven new

citizens are born into the English-speaking
world every minute, and he declares that the
chief business of every statesman, every social
organizer, every philanthropist and every man
should be to see that the world does its best

for these newcomers.
“Doing its best” means different things at

different stages of the world’s development.

Formerly the town council did its best when 1t
permitted the streets to follow the ancient cow-
paths, but now, if the council 1s wise, 1t employs
such experts as Olmsted and Robinson to pro-
vide plans of municipal improvement for the
next fifty years. There 1s a wonderful amount
of good child-saving work being done in our
cities, but too much of it just happens like the
ancient paths.

Part of the difficulty lies with those of us who

wish sincerely to be good neighbors. We are
28
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THE CHiLp IN THE CItY 29

not only hampered by our imperfect recollec-
tion of what 1t means to be little and young,
but by our failure to understand the great
changes in living conditions in the city since
we ourselves grew up in 1it. Childhood’s losses
in the last fifty years are very imperfectly rea-
lized. Many processes formerly carried or. in
the home that were both work and play, that
were full of dramatic incident and educational
interest for the children of the household, are
now hidden away in shops and factories. As
we shall see later, the shops and factories them-
selves cannot make up to the child what he has
lost; there 1s no opportunity for him in the gas
works or 1n the woollen, flour or saw mill, that
can even partially compensate for the whole
process of our domestic industries.*

A generation ago we may not have followed
this whole process from the trying of fats to the
dipping of the candle, from the raising and shear-
ing of sheep to the plying of the loom, from
the grinding of grains to the baking of the loaf,

% See ¢¢ The School and Society,’’ by John Dewey, to whom
social workers are indebted for a saner view of this subject.
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but we were much nearer to 1t than we are to-
day. Our chances of being country bred, more-
over, were two and a half times as great as they
are now ; the birds of the air, the beasts of the
field, and the fields themselves, were two and a
half times as likely to have assisted in our educa-
ton, and we were not half as hiable to arrest for
playing in the streets in an effort to make up for
their loss. Pure milk and pure air, unadulterated
foods, physical exercise, early hours of rest—
all of these good things were more likely to
contribute to our growth, and we were saved
from the feverish, unwholesome excitements—
the moving pictures, low theatres and gambling
schemes—that lie in wait to-day at every turn
{for the pennies of the city child.

There are many compensations for these
losses of the child in the city, and there might be
many more; but the compensations are not
evenly divided 1n a place that 1s badly governed.

In a badly governed city the losses fall with
crushing weight upon the children of the poor,

while the children of the well-to-do are bought
off, as 1s were, from the more obvious effects of
mal-administration. If the cty’s schools are
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ill-taught and ill-ventilated, the well-to-do send
their children to private schools; 1if the streets
are unclean, the drainage bad, the water 1m-
pure, they take them away for a number of
months 1n each year, and put expensive flters
in their city homes or else buy spring water; if
the police department 1s inefhcient, they hire a
pnivate watchman; if vice pays tribute for pro-

tection, 1t 1s at least not permitted to show its
head 1n the better residence neighborhoods.
But children are going to continue to grow
up 1n cities 1n larger and larger numbers; in- -
stead of denouncing the city and all 1ts ways,

therefore, it would seem to be the part of neigh-
borliness to begin at once to make 1t a fit place
for all children, including the children of the
poorest, to grow up 1in, and to do this in no
spasmodic, panicky way, but steadily and per-
sistently. We know approximately what needs
to be done, but those who have most influence

do not feel the pressure of this need, and are not
imaginative enough to realize vividly the needs
of their neighbors.

Aside from the church, whose influence will
be considered later, the social agencies that
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have most to do with shaping the normal aty

child, the child with both parents and all his
faculties, are the family, the street, the school, the
workshop, the bureau of health and the police.

Work and health I reserve for separate chapters.

The best and most ancient institution for the
" care and education of children is the family.

I am 1n entire sympathy with those who hold
that changes in modern industry and the re-

moval of many industrial processes from the
home make a reorganmization of the school
necessary. It is indeed imperatively necessary

that we give industnial training a more promi-

nent place 1n our school system and that we
lengthen the period of school attendance. But

the habit of changing things may become a
fever, and in the hurry to readjust these rela-
tions of home, school and workshop to the life

of the child, there 1s danger at the moment that
the home may suffer—I had almost written

irreparable loss, but the institution of the fam-

ily has survived very formidable foes. We may
encourage women to leave their homes and
their children for the factory; we may extend
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our day nurseries beyond their legitimate use as
shelters for the children of those widows or
those wives of disabled men who cannot pos-
sibly remain at home during the day, and re-
ceive in these nurseries any child whose mother
wishes to be relieved of home cares; we may
develop a hundred agencies for providing chil-
dren with the necessanies of life, as our ideas
about necessities expand; but, sooner or later,
we shall rediscover the old truth that we cannot
save the children without saving the homes :

that shape them finally for better or for worse.
So long as family life continues, both the
quantity and quality of that life will be con-

trolled far more from within than from without.

In the desire to get good results quickly we may
repeatedly ignore this, though, if we believe
sincerely in the neighborly, one-by-one way of
“helping, in the retail method of reform, we shall
not be daunted by the check that must come
inevitably to each wholesale movement in turn
as it touches this most fundamental fact o

family life. But things that can never be ac-

complished outside the family by measures the
kindest and best intentioned, can be accom-

3
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plished inside the family by contact, by per-
suasion, by neighborly help and by sympathy.
To bring back to each home a new sense of the
child’s needs, to lift the standard of the whole
family slowly but steadily as regards defective
vision, hearing, breathing, speech and nutn-
tion, will be more eftectual in the long run than
any of the short cuts (to take two recent in-

stances) for providing oculists and spectacles

free, or for providing meals free to school

children without regard to the responsibilities
of parents or their ability to meet them.

If the wage-earner cannot afford to buy glasses
for his child, does not something need readjusting
beside the vision of the scholar ? How regularly
would spectacles freely provided be used? How
long would they remain unbroken? Why should
spectacles be provided for 4// children when dis-
pensaries and other agencies can provide them

for the relatively few children whose parents are
unable to do so !

If a child comes to school looking underfed,

the promptest and easiest remedy is undoubtedly
a school lunch, but what if the anzmia persists ?

What if the chiid gets the wrong things or noth-
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ing at all for breakfast and supper ? What if we
make it still easier for the woman as well as the
man of the family to be away all day and leave
all the children, including those below school
age, unmothered? Does the lunch meet these
other needs or does it only delay the meeting of
them a little longer ? ¥ Surely the only way of

dealing with the real needs of school children is

by real remedies, such as those adopted by the
New York Committee on the Physical Welfare of

School Children, which sends visiting cooks into

the homes of children apparently ill-fed, and
wins the co-operation of the mother in devising
better ways of buying and preparing food, or,
where the income 1s insufficient, seeks through

the allied Association for Improving the Con-
dition of the Poor the means of supplementing

it. In several cittes the experiment is being

tried of a paid school visitor, one who has been
trained for social work and whose duty it is to

act as intermediary between the school with
which she i1s afhliated, the charities, and the
homes of the children.

¥ See Charities and the Commons, Vol. XVII, p. 1104,
¢¢ School Lunches in Milwaukee,’’ by Zilpha D. Smith ; and the
Yale Review, Vol. XV, No. 3, ¢ Feeding of School Children,”’
by C. S. Loch.
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To approach any relief question from the
point of view of the child’s welfare only and to

consider nothing else, 1s a natural enough mis-

take to make, but its effect upon the child’s
life 1s disastrous. “It seems to be almost in-
evitable,” says Mrs. Bosanquet, “that the man

who accepts a subordinate economic position

in the family degenerates into a loafer and
tyrant.” We may hold the most approved

views about family lhfe, and stll be actively

engaged 1n breaking it up, when we fail to treat
all questions of income and relief as the affair
first of the head of the family, of the mother

only secondarily, and of the children not at all.

School teachers ignore this principle when they

collect clothing, shoes and money for relief
after hearing only the child’s account of the
need at home; church and Sunday school

workers also 1gnore 1t too often 1n their various
relations with needy families.

The same principle applies to other things
beside relief. A New England pastor who used

to seek eagerly in the poorer streets of his town
for children who were attending no Sunday
school, and then persuade them to come to his,
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adopted a sounder method when he called upon
the father of the family and formally asked his
permission to invite the children. He found

that this httle act of thoughtfulness helped to
revive a sense of responsibility that had long
remained unappealed to 1n the midst of our

bustling benevolences. And what has benevo-

lence to offer in exchange for family affection,
for all the beauty and depth of it, rooted firmly

as 1t i1s 1n the sense of responsibility ?

I have said that the city might be made a

much safer and more attractive place for chil-
dren to grow up in. What might each one do to

bring this about?

In the first place, we might, instead of talk-
ing so persistently about the importance of
keeping them off the streets, talk much more
about the importance of making the streets
cleaner places, in every sense, for children to

run about in. City children must be out of
doors often if they are to be kept healthy, and

the city’s out-of-doors should be well enough
policed, lighted, cleansed and protected from
illicit traffics of all sorts to be a fit place for chil-

’
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dren to spend a part of each day. We must
provide wholesome amusements in plenty and
then deal ngidly with the unwholesome re-

mainder. To begin at the other end is to ignore
nature’s way and to wage a losing fight against

the cheap theaters and other immoral shows to
which children now flock in great numbers.

The playground movement for providing edu-
cational and well-organized play on a scale as

extensive as our school systems, is now launched;

+ and no one thing, if 1t receives the intelligent

support of all good neighbors, will do more to
make the city a better place for children. Not

only the ignorant and careless parent, but the
good, conscientious one, if condemned by pov-
erty to a poor environment, must often see the
more active and masterful of his children go
straight to the bad through the misdirection of
their play instincts. Playgrounds, recreation
piers, outdoor and indoor gymnasia, boys’ and
girls’ clubs, vacation schools, country outings,
school and home gardens, music and pictures
and outdoor festivals—what attractive oppor-
tunities all of these offer for the good neighbor
who wishes to share his capacity for enjoy-
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ment! Chicago leads at present with an aggre-
gate annual attendance of five millions 1n her
recreation centers, but if the good people of any
city could only realize the wvital relation of
healthful, honest, well-directed play to citizen- -

ship, industrial efiiciency and morals, this figure

would soon be dwarfed.
The streets and the schools should be every-

body’s affair, and the condition of the schools

—for to these at least we are already fully com-
‘mitted—would be a very fair test of the true
neighborliness of a community. If the school
houses are some of them so crowded that pupils
can be given only half-time instruction, if the
buildings are ill-ventilated and unsanitary, if
the teachers, janitors and superintendents are
subjected to political interference, then we are
letting the most helpless members of the com-
munity fall among thieves. How can we, as a
Chnstian people, hold up our heads, until for
the sake of the children we have taken the de-
partments of education and of health 1n our
cities out of politics ?

We can also encourage those educators who
are striving to secure the extension of indus-
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